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Council of Fascism, and should have become something like a
complement to the Statute of the Italian Kingdom. It is true
that the ' Grand Council' had hardly any legislative or executive
power, and was mainly an advisory body; but since it was sup-
posed to represent the best section of the Italian people (the
dominant Fascist * class'), and included all Ministers, heads of
Corporations, the Secretary of the Fascist Party, and other
personalities held worthy of the honour, a declaration approved
by it should have been safe from failure or suppression.
Some of the 'declarations* contained in the Charter of Labour
are particularly relevant to our subject. The first statement
reads: 'The Italian Nation is an organism whose aims, life, and
means of action are more powerful and lasting than those of its
individuals whether or not they are associated among themselves.
It is also a moral, political and economic unity fully realized in
the Fascist State.' It was therefore the interest of the State, as
well as its duty, to care for the moral life of each individual; and
individuals were totally subordinated to the State. In the second
* declaration* it is said that * Work of whatever kind, whether it
be the work of an organizer or of a subordinate, whether it be
intellectual, technical, or manual in character, is a social duty';
in other words, as has been very often and very demagogically
repeated, especially by the followers of Bottai, to be a citizen is
to be a worker; and if this principle is adopted, it is a primary
duty of the State to inculcate the ideas implied by it, in the
minds of all people from their earliest age. According to the
eighth 'declaration', 'The representatives of the syndicates of
professions and arts and of the associations of civil servants
co-operate for the defence of art, science, and letters . . , and for
the realization of the moral aims of the corporative State'. This
implies that the representatives, of the so-called intellectuals
should have a say in education. The lastc declaration' concerns
the vocational instruction of the members of the syndicates and
associations: *It is one of the main duties of the association^ of
workers to educate and instruct, especially on the vocational side,
those who belong to them; they must support the O.N.D. and
the other educational institutions.* The education of adults was,
therefore, the task of the syndicates. Almost nothing was done
in the twelve years following the publication of the Charter of
Labour to bring education into the frame of the corporative
State; a decisive step was to be taken by Bottai himself in 1939
through the School Charter.
Bottai was never directly interested in education; what was
contained in the Charter of Labour was much theory and little
practice. When he became Minister of Education he had to